DIV AFvOERNHEL
Christian Warfare

IRY ANDFHE6:10-24D 0 ) AF ¥ ¥ DHEMHCDVWTDZED
A Study through Ephesians 6:10-24 on the Christian life






255 DOMMFIF2022411 B ICMUSTARD SEED 7 U R F ¥ VHE-(IA TES NIcBORE
TY, INSOHRBUTIRY ANOFROLEEZBLTOYY —XD—ETT,

This booklet is a series of sermon manuscripts that were preached during the month of
November 2022 at Mustard Seed Christian Church in Sendai. This was part of a longer series

through the Letter to the Ephesians.



F1E. HOIRNTOBREEEICDIT
R LY

Chapter 1: Put on the whole armor of
God
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Church, we need the letter of Ephesians. | chose to study through this together because we are
a new church plant and this letter has beautiful teaching about the church; how the church
came to be, what the church is, and how do we live as Christians in the church.

Just like we learned in chapter 1 God is ruling all things. He has planned all things from before
the creation of the world. And that includes this church being planted and us studying through
this letter at this time. The section we just read is a well known passage of Scripture. It is called
the armor of God.

Last week we finished talking about work. Before that was the family and before that was how
we behave as Christians in the church and in the world. When you begin to read this section
today you realize that Paul is using language from the battle field. Why is he doing that?

Why does Paul suddenly say, “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood”? Paul says that
because we are currently struggling and fighting a war. As Christians we can easily become
confused. When we become a Christian or when we have an experience of the beauty and
glory of the gospel it is pure delight. We are full of joy and peace and love. But then that
moment passes and life is difficult. In fact, life might be very much more difficult than it was
previously.

What is happening? Why is that? When we became a Christian we were told we would be free
from the power of Satan and we would experience freedom from sin. We received promises of
joy and peace with God and power from the Holy Spirit to live a life that glorifies God. But then,
some of you woke up this morning and your first emotions were suicidal. Some of you
experience anger and hate almost everyday. Some of us are so sad because we are weighed
down by the same burdens and temptations that we have faced since we were children. What
is the problem?

The problem is that you are in a war and you don’t know it. Or you may know it, but you are not
doing anything about it. You are in a spiritual war. It is constant and it is against the most
powerful spiritual evil being that exists. First, | have good news. If you are a Christian you have
been rescued from the power of Satan. In another letter, the letter to the Colossians 1:13-14
Paul wrote this about Christians: “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.”
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Christian, you have been delivered from the domain of darkness. You are in God’s kingdom.
That is not something that can be reversed. But, what that means is that now Satan and all his
demons are attacking you. If anyone is here and you have no idea what | am talking about that
is because you are probably not a Christian. Your life may feel very easy for the most part. You
hardly think about spiritual things. You just wake up, work, eat, and sleep. The reason life is
that way for you is because you are under the dominion of Satan. The devil has you under his
command. He is not attacking you because you are submitted to him. Everything you do in life
is in obedience to the Devil and you are actually a rebel to God. But the good news for you is
that you can be forgiven of your rebellion. Through faith in Jesus as your Lord, your king and
your Savior you can be brought out of Satan’s rule and brought into the kingdom of Christ.

But if you are a Christian, you are in Christ’s kihngdom. You may not have known it, but when
you became a Christian you stepped on to the battle field. What do you think happened when
Adam and Eve listened to Satan in the Garden? They were told to rule and subdue the earth.
Humans were entrusted with the earth by God as his stewards and we gave that authority to
Satan.

When God the Son came to earth as the man Jesus Christ he came on a rescue mission. He
came to save us out of the dominion of Satan and to bring us back into his kingdom so that, by
his power we can rule the earth again. We are in a war. Jesus said this in Matthew 16. When
Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ Jesus looked at him and said, “And | tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

This means that the church is attacking the stronghold of Satan on earth. How? What does that
mean practically? It is what Ephesians 4-6 has been telling us. To attack the gates of hell is to
plant churches, love one another, get married, have children and raise Christian families. Going
to work each day whether you are a boss or an employee is an act of war for a Christian. The
way you work must be in accord with the kingdom of Christ. This is why Paul has taught about
Jesus’ ascension to his heavenly throne so much in this letter. WE ARE FIGHTING A WAR!

Our battle is not physical. It is not against people. It is not fought with physical weapons. It is
spiritual and it is against the Devil. What kind of enemy is the Devil? John Stott in his
commentary on Ephesians says that the Devil is powerful, evil, and cunning.
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He gets those words from verse 11 and 12. In verse 11 it says we must stand against the
schemes of the Devil. The devil has strategies. He is not dumb. He is incredibly intelligent. He
has been fighting against God’s people for thousands of years. He knows how to fight very
well.

In verse 12 it says we fight against the “rulers..., authorities..., [and]... cosmic powers.” Either
this is referring to the various ranks of soldiers in the demonic armies or this is simply
describing the fact that Satan is powerful. Satan is the most powerful evil enemy that exists.
Satan is strong and he wants to defeat you. He is not to be feared, but he is to be respected.

Also in verse 12 it says that we fight agains the “spiritual forces of evil.” Satan is evil. He is
utterly evil. He has no mercy. He does not desire the benefit of anyone. He only ever seeks to
do evil. He may lead people to do many good things, but only because those are working
toward evil purposes. Satan loves religious hypocrisy. He loves people doing good religious
things thinking that they are accepted by God because of the good things they do. Satan will
do whatever he can to keep people from believing in the good news of God’s salvation that is
completely by grace through the work of Jesus on our behalf.

This is our enemy. Because our enemy is so powerful and evil and intelligent Paul tells us
“Finally be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the Devil.” In verse 13 he says again,
“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all to stand firm.” And then again in 14 he says “Stand therefore.”

Why does Paul keep saying stand, stand, stand?! The word in verse 12 “wrestle” refers to
close combat. Also the word for the sword he mentions later is a short sword. | want you to
imagine battle in the first century AD. You are a soldier on the battle field. You are standing in
front of the enemy gates looking at the enemy lines. Jesus, when he gave the Great
Commission in Matthew 28 gave the command to “Go!” You now started marching and the
enemy, who is very eager to defend their dominion has attacked.

You are now fighting in hand to hand combat with the strongest evil beings in existence. On
top of this there are fiery arrows flying down on top of you. Immediately you are wounded and
you begin to fall. Why?

This might be surprising but one of the main reasons Christians feel defeated in our Christian
life is because we are in a battle and we don’t have any armor on. We don’t even have a
weapon. And we are fighting in our own strength.
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Look at what Paul says. He does not say, “You have the armor of God.” He doesn’t say, “God
has put his armor on you.” What does he say? Verse 11 “Put on the whole armor of God.”
Verse 13, “Take up the whole armor of God.” Then in 14-17 again and again for each piece he
says “put on,” “take up,” “Take.”

In Isaiah, God is described as a warrior and he has armor. Paul seems to be referring to this
same armor. It is God’s armor. And amazingly, we get to have it. But you must put it on. You
must take up the sword. And you must be strengthened in God’s power. The reason you feel so
depressed and angry and wounded in your Christian life is probably because you are in the
battle with nothing but %8R and an iPhone.

Now, the question should come up, how do we take up the armor of God? How can we be
strengthened in God’s strength? How can we take up the sword of the Spirit? We will answer
that.

First, let’s look at each piece of armor briefly.

Paul begins with the belt of truth. This also is from Isaiah in 11:5. It says, “Righteousness shall
be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.” If you remember this passage is
describing the future king who will rule all peoples with perfect justice and peace. It is talking
about the Christ. So the armor is both God’s and the Christ’s. This is another place in Scripture
that shows that Jesus, who is the Christ, is also God.

Next is the breastplate of righteousness. In Isaiah 59 God puts on a breastplate of
righteousness and a helmet of salvation. God is righteous and he brings salvation. Next is the
shoes. These give us the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. Isaiah 52:7 says this:
[7] How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

Here is pictured a watchman on the wall of Jerusalem who looks out to see a runner. The
runner is a messenger. In that time the way to bring good news of victory from battle was to
send a runner. And the watchman sees the runner running with all his might. He can tell by the
way the runner is running that it is a message of victory. It is a message of peace. We have a
message of peace to give to people. It is the gospel, the good news that they can have peace
with God and therefore peace with one another. Probably these shoes are describing an
eagerness, a desire to tell others the gospel.
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The shield of faith is what will help us block all of Satan’s lies and doubts that he shoots at us.
And right next to this is the helmet of salvation. Perhaps salvation being a helmet shows that
part of our battle as Christians is to know that we are saved. There is knowledge necessary as
a Christian. The most important truth to know and understand is our salvation. However, simply
knowing is not enough. Satan will shoot arrows that tell us our knowledge is wrong. So we
need the shield of faith because we must actually believe with confidence and certainty that we
are saved.

And finally the sword of the Spirit is the word of God. The Bible is our weapon against Satan. It
is the only weapon we have and it is the only weapon we need.

But now, how do we put on the armor and take up the sword?
What does Paul say in verse 18? “Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication.”

How can we be strengthened with the power of God? How can we put on all the armor of
God? How do we take up and fight with the sword of the Spirit? We pray at all times in the
Spirit with all prayer and supplication. What does this mean? How can we pray in the Spirit at
all times?

Here is how | think we can do this. Paul just said the sword is the sword of the Spirit. So to
pray in the Spirit would seem to be praying using Scripture. Pray the words of the Bible and
pray in submission to the teaching of the Bible.

Here is how this could look in your day. First, you wake up. You stayed up too late last night
and you did things you regret yesterday so your first feeling is guilt. Your alarm is your phone
so you pick it up and immediately look at social media and fill your mind with lies from Satan.
This is horrible. If you do this, please stop.

Rather, when you wake up, get out of bed and get on your knees immediately and pray. And
tell God, “thank you for this day. You have given me another day. You have sustained me
through the night. This tells me that you have a purpose for me still on earth. Please help me to
live today according to your will. Your mercies are new every morning. Please have mercy on
me. You said to come to your throne of grace to get grace in time of need. Please give me the



grace | need today to live for your glory and not my own. In the name of Jesus, my savior and
Lord, amen.”

Then you get up and begin your morning.
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Later at lunch you stop again and you thank God for the work he has done through you in the
morning. You ask him for forgiveness for the ways you have already sinned. You thank him for
the food you have for lunch and for providing everything in your life.

Then comes the afternoon. This is a difficult time of the day. Let’s say in the afternoon
something happens and you begin to feel dissatisfied. You are getting angry. You are lustful.
You are depressed. Now, in this moment, what do you do? Put on the armor of God! Take up
the sword! If you are at work and you need privacy then go to the bathroom. If you are at home
and you are about to do something you regret to your children, step outside the door for just a
moment, or go to the bathroom and pray.

Here is how we do this. You have memorized various Scriptures so you recall them to your
mind. Let’s do Psalm 23 for an example. You begin praying, “Lord, you are my shepherd; | shall
not want. | have everything | need. You are a good shepherd. You make me lie down in green
pastures. You lead me beside still waters. It is good to be one of your people. You care for each
one of my needs and you are good and gracious. You restore my soul. Lord | think that social
media, or sweets, or porn, or revenge will restore my soul. But only you can restore my soul.
Please do it. You lead me in paths of righteousness for your sake. My life is not about me. It is
about you and your glory. Please lead me in righteousness right now. | am walking through the
valley of the shadow of death, but | won’t fear. You are with me. | can pray to you. | can come
to you for help and you will help me. In fact, you are such a good and faithful God you treat me
better than | deserve. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint
my head with oil; my cup overflows. Oh Father, | know that goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in your house forever. Thank you for your salvation.
Thank you for your word. Thank you for this gospel.”

Then, you go home from work. You pray again at dinner and you pray again before you go to
bed. You thank God for his faithfulness to you. You ask him to give you good sleep and to
protect your thoughts as you sleep so that, Lord willing, you wake up and can live for his glory
again.

This kind of praying is the putting on the armor of God. This kind of praying is how to live the
Christian life. This kind of praying will also increase your faith in God and create in your heart
an eagerness to tell others about this God who saves us by his power.
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Chapter 2: Perseverance
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Today is the last sermon in our study of Ephesians. We have been studying this letter together
for over 5 months. This was written by the Apostle Paul to the church in Ephesus while he was
under house arrest in Rome. This was probably around the year 62 AD.

As Paul finishes this letter he turns to the theme of perseverance. This letter teaches that in
Christianity salvation is completely by God’s grace. Every moment of our Christian life is not
only empowered by God’s grace through his Holy Spirit, but it was also planned before
creation. In 2:8-10 Paul says this:

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; Cit
is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

If this is true, and it is, then why do we need to talk about persevering? If we have been saved
and are being saved completely by God’s gift, then no effort on our part is necessary right?
Wrong. Just as the Ephesians were not saved apart from Paul preaching to them, so Christians
do not persevere in their faith apart from effort; sometimes very intense effort. This is what 2:10
says. We walk in the works that God has prepared beforehand. God prepared them and we do
them by God’s grace. So, we will be talking about perseverance today.

If you are a non-Christian, first you are very welcome here and | am very glad you are here.
Second, today’s teaching will be very helpful to you to see what it means to be a Christian.

Today we will talk about the necessity of perseverance, the means by which we persevere, and
last, the essence of perseverance—what is it?

First, the necessity of perseverance

The portion of Scripture we read began with “to that end.” What is the end that Paul is talking
about? Look back in this section. He began in 6:10 talking about being strong in God’s
strength and putting on God’s armor “that [we] may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil.”

This is the goal that Paul is talking about. He is talking about resisting Satan’s attacks, fighting
the spiritual war of the Christian life and having final victory by God’s power.

And last week we learned that the way to be strengthened in the Lord and to put on his armor
and take up the Sword of the Spirit is through prayer. Thus Paul continues, “To that end, keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.”
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In a battle, if you want to stay standing you must keep fighting. Your enemy does not rest.
There are no breaks until the battle is over. Paul says, “keep alert.” It is the main task of the
soldier who is on watch duty to stay awake. The moment you fall asleep the enemy is able to
attack. Paul says, “keep alert with all perseverance.” Paul is using extreme language to show
the necessity for unceasing struggle. How long must we persevere? To the end!

This means there is no moment when we get to take a break from being a Christian. There are
no yasumi’s from a life of faith. And very practically Paul is talking about persevering through
prayer. The main way the Christian’s life of faith is expressed and accomplished is through
prayer to God. We ask God for help, for strength, for his armor, for his comfort, for grace, for
mercy, for boldness, for love, for wisdom. And we ask him trusting that he will give it and then
we act according to faith that God will give what we ask for. Prayer is not a religious duty we
perform for God in order to please him. Prayer is something we do unto/toward God in order to
fight for our life!

And look at the last part of v18 “making supplication for all the saints.” Persevering is not done
by ourselves. Through our prayers we help each other be strengthened in the Lord and put on
the armor of God. In battle we fight side by side with each other. If we stop fighting, not only
will we fall, but those around us will also have more enemies attacking them. Pray for each
other. If you are a member of this church you have a prayer list of all the members of this
church. Pray through that list regularly. Pray for everyone on the list. Help each other persevere
in the faith through your prayers. If you are member of this church | want you to know that |
pray for all of you multiple times every week. Please also pray for me. | don’t know if you are
ever tempted to think that pastors don’t need your help, but that is a lie from Satan. | need your
prayers and my family needs your prayers just as much as any of you need mine.

It is necessary that you persevere because if you don’t then you will fall. You will lose the
battle. Continued fighting until the end of the battle is the only way to win a war.

Next, the means of perseverance. How do we persevere?

We already talked about prayer. This is the main way we persevere in our faith. Pick up the
Bible, the sword of the Spirit and pray according to what the Bible teaches. Last week | gave
the example from Psalm 23. All the psalms and really all of Scripture should be used to help
our prayers. The Lord’s Prayer from Matthew 6 is the ultimate model prayer. You can pray
those exact words as well as letting those words inspire your prayer. Pray for yourself and pray
for others.
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Another means for persevering that we see in this passage is the encouragement of a positive
example. Paul says he sent Tychicus to them to tell them “how we are, and that he may
encourage your hearts.” Tychicus was probably the person who delivered this letter to the
church. He seems to have been one of Paul’s coworkers who joined him after Paul’s first
ministry in Ephesus. Paul sent Tychicus various places to carry letters or convey a message.
Paul sent Tychicus to give this letter as well as to tell them how things were and to encourage
them.

Paul is currently in Rome under house arrest, chained to a Roman soldier. The very end of Acts
puts it this way, Acts 28:30-31, “He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and
welcomed all who came to him, [31] proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the
Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.”

Paul was not giving up. He was not in a good situation, but he was persevering. Sometimes
when we are in difficult situations we can be tempted to give up trusting God. We can begin to
think Christianity doesn’t work. Maybe God is not actually real. If he is real he must not be
powerful. Or maybe he isn’t good. Maybe God is powerful, but he doesn’t care about me.

Paul suffered tremendously and yet he never had these thoughts. Suffering is part of the
Christian life. It is never an indicator that God does not love us. For those who are in Christ all
things are working for good purposes for us. Paul was under house arrest, but he wanted the
Ephesian church to know his condition. He was not hiding the irony of his situation. He was an
apostle. This word means “sent one,” and yet he was not able to go anywhere. In verse 20 he
calls himself an “ambassador in chains” and yet says he is still doing the work of an apostle.

Paul did not think his imprisonment was a mistake. He did not think he was not able to do what
Jesus wanted him to do. On the contrary Paul viewed his imprisonment as the means by which
he carried out the mission Jesus gave him. And Paul wanted the church to know that he was
not giving up and he did not believe God’s plan was failing.

When we are suffering alone discouragement is heavy and it is easy to believe the lies of Satan
that tell us we should try something else other than being faithful to Jesus. But, when we hear
of other Christians who are in much more difficult situations than we are and yet are
persevering it is encouraging. This is why it is good to talk to other Christians in the church and
get to know each other. It is also encouraging to read Christian biographies. | recommend you
make this a habit. Read a biography of a faithful Christian every year and be encouraged by
those who stayed faithful through persecution and martyrdom.
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Last is the essence of persevering in the Christian life.

What it means to persevere seems to be an active effort toward continued faithfulness to the
Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, choosing to keep being a Christian all the time. | get this
idea of an active effort or a choice simply from the fact that Paul commands the church to
persevere. He said, “To that end, keep alert with all perseverance.” In order to obey this
command we must choose to keep going. We must actively put effort toward continuing to live
as a Christian.

Persevering in faithfulness to Jesus means we decide to continue our faith throughout our
whole life. It also means we continue our faith in every situation at every moment of our daily
lives. We are not Christians in private only. And we are not Christians in public only. There is no
place, no moment, whether work or school or in your bedroom where you do not live by faith in
Jesus.

| said that perseverance is “an active effort toward continued faithfulness” so | want to talk
about what it means to be faithful to Jesus.

In the attitude and actions of Paul and Tychicus | think we see an example of faithfulness. In
verse 24 | think Paul tells us the inner heart-reality that produces these attitudes and actions.
For the sake of time I’m only going to talk about Paul. But | encourage you to look through the
New Testament to see the places where Tychicus is mentioned because he is remarkable.

Paul asks for prayer that he would boldly proclaim the gospel. Bold evangelism. How do those
words make you feel?

If you are a Christian, you might hear the words “bold evangelism” and instantly be filled with
fear. “Oh no, not evangelism! This is why | hate being a Christian.” Before you think that let’s
look at this passage closer. Also, let’s try to get a definition of what it means to have boldness.

First, let’s look at another place in Ephesians where Paul uses the word “boldness.” 3:11-12
says, “This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
[12] in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.”

The access we have is access to God. Access to God was given to us through the work of
Jesus on our behalf. That is why we have confidence to come to God boldly. So in this verse it



seems that to be bold is the same as feeling free to come to God. There is no fear of rebuke.

We have confidence that we are welcome to come near to God so we come boldly, we come

freely.
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Next, let’s look at an example of bold evangelism. Peter is speaking to the Jewish council

which was basically the Supreme Court of the Jewish people at that time. It was full of highly

educated scholars and priests. Acts 4:8-13:
[8] Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, [9] if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a
crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, [10] let it be known to all of
you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead —by him this man is standing
before you well. [11] This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders,
which has become the cornerstone. [12] And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved.” [13] Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized
that they had been with Jesus.

This passage seems to be highlighting the fact that even though Peter and John had low
social-status they were still bold. So again, the idea of feeling free to say whatever is true no
matter who you are talking to seems to be what it means to be bold.

The last example is John 7:11-13. this is talking about the Jewish people’s various responses
to Jesus. “[11] The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” [12] And
there was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,”
others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.” [13] Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke
openly of him.”

The word translated “openly” is actually the same Greek word that is translated “boldly.” | think
this offers a lot of clarity that shows that bold evangelism is actually just evangelism done
freely. There is no fear. It doesn’t matter what your social status is. It doesn’t matter what social
consequences will happen. You just feel free to tell the truth.

This is important because it means boldness does not mean rudeness. It does not mean being
loud. It does not mean you must be a skilled speaker. It just means you feel free to say the
truth without fear.

Here is something very important | want everyone to notice. Paul asks for prayer that he would
be bold. He doesn’t say, “Be bold like me.” He says, “pray for me that words may be given me
in opening my mouth boldly.” Boldness is a gift from God that must be received. In order to
become a bold evangelist you have to ask God to give you boldness.
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Here is where we come back to faithfulness to Jesus: Paul had the desire to be bold. That is
why he asked for prayer. Here is a big question: if you are not a bold evangelist, do you want to
be? And, If you do not want to boldly tell people the good news of salvation through Jesus,
why?

This is very important because this is part of what it means to be a Christian. Do you want to
be the kind of person who can freely, fearlessly, lovingly tell anyone and everyone the gospel at
any time? If not, why not? If you are a Christian, repent right now and pray and ask Jesus to
give you boldness. Ask him to change your heart so that you want to be bold.

Last, in verse 24 Paul prays that grace would be given to those “who love our Lord Jesus
Christ with love incorruptible.” What is this? What is he talking about?

All through this letter Paul has been teaching us about God’s love for us and Christ’s love for
us, his people. In 1:4-5 he told us that “In love [5] God predestined us for adoption to himself
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will.” In 2:4 he said God was rich
in mercy toward us “because of the great love with which he loved us.” In 3:17-19 Paul prayed
that we would “know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.” In 5:1-2 he told us to
imitate God as beloved children “and walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us.” In 5:25 he exhorted husbands to love their wives “as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her.” And now here at the end he prays “Grace be with all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.”

What is this?

God, in Christ, has decided to love us since eternity past. He has loved his people with an
eternal, incorruptible love. Now because of God’s love for his people in Christ, there are people
in this world who love Jesus with the same love. How is this possible? In verse 23 Paul prays
that the church would receive love from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. How did we
get God’s love for God through Christ in our hearts? the answer is that God gave it to us. In
1:13-14 it says, “[13] In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”
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God the Father loved us from eternity past and so he sent Jesus to die for our sins so that we
would be forgiven and welcomed into his kingdom forever. Then he sent the Spirit into our
hearts to guarantee this inheritance. Those who love the Lord Jesus Christ with an
incorruptible love do so because God has put that love in you.

So the last question to ask in our Ephesians study is, “Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ?”
This is important because this is what it means to be a Christian. This is the inner heart reality
that produces perseverance. This is what produces a desire for bold evangelism. You won’t
persevere to the end unless God’s Spirit is in you. So do you love Jesus? Do you love the Lord
Jesus Christ? Paul is purposeful with his words. Genuine Christians don’t just love Jesus, the
historical person from Nazareth. They don’t only love Jesus the king. And they don’t only love
Jesus the savior. They love the Lord Jesus Christ.

He is the Lord, the king and master of all things, resurrected and ascended and ruling from his
throne in heaven. He is the Christ, the savior who was born of the Virgin Mary, lived a perfect
life, died a substitutionary death for the sins of his people and rose from the dead. He is Jesus,
the real man who really lived and really experienced trials and difficulties and really died and
was really buried. Do you love him? If not you are not a Christian. And | can see why you don’t
have any desire to boldly evangelize because you don’t love the Lord Jesus Christ.

But, you can become a Christian. If you repent and believe the gospel, the good news that this
same Jesus died for your sins and rose from the dead to save you forever and bring you into
his kingdom, then you can be a Christian. Jesus came, he died, he rose, he ascended, and he
will come again and make all things new.



