JV)RAF ¥ >0
Christian Work

IRY ANDOFRE:5-9DFV
A Study through Ephesians 6:5-9

=h






Z55DOMF($2022511 B (CMUSTARD SEED 7 1) A F v VHE-IIA TESNICHAB DR
TY., INEOHRBIEIRYANOFHROEFRZEBELTDY ) —XD—ETT .,

This booklet is a series of sermon manuscripts that were preached during the month of
November 2022 at Mustard Seed Christian Church in Sendai. This was part of a longer series

through the Letter to the Ephesians.
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Introduction

What makes a really good employee or worker? Would you point to yourself and say “l am a
really good worker”? Hopefully, after this message, we would all strive to be what the Bible
says a good worker is and thus, be a blessing and gospel witness to our coworkers and our
bosses.

Now just as a quick review and reminder, Paul is writing to the Christians in Ephesus. Many of
these Christians were once Gentiles, that is, non Jewish, who were spiritually dead in their sin
and had no hope and peace because they did not have Christ. But by the mercy and grace of
God, their identities have been changed from enemy of God, to children of God, by their faith in
Jesus.

And with their new identity, comes a new way of life. Paul tells the Ephesians in chapter 4:22,
to “put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through
deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new
self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

He goes on in chapter 5:1 and says “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And
walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.”

And one more, in 5:8-10, he tells them, "8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and
right and true) 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.”

From there, Paul has been telling the Ephesians how that looks like practically, in the family, as
husbands, as wives, as parents, and children.

And now, we come to our passage today that begins with the word, “bondservants.” In other
translations, this may be translated “slaves” like in the Japanese.

Now I’'m not sure what image comes to mind when hearing that word, but we have to
remember, that this was written by the apostle Paul in the 1st century to the church in Ephesus.
The use of bondservant or slavery in that context is probably different than what you might
think. So let’s clarify some things first before we go through the rest of the passage.

It was common for slaves during this time to be a part of the household. Like another part of
the family. This might be why it would be natural for Paul to transition from the family to slaves.

Also, slaves here could have been become slaves voluntarily or involuntarily. People who would
become slaves voluntarily would do so to avoid starvation or to pay off a debt that they owe. If
someone was abandoned or they were born into a family that were already slaves, this would
make them a slave, involuntarily.
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So slavery during Paul’s time was much different than the slavery we might think of in modern
times. With that being said, we also can’t equate bondservants to salarymen or workers of
today. People today are in much better conditions than they were in Paul’s day. However, there
are many underlying principles that we can draw, that can still be applied today, to the modern
worker.

So today, we will learn about what it means to be a good worker. There can be more that can
be said, but today, | want to go over just 5 brief things of how we can be good workers.

The first is a good worker works faithfully.

| get this from the first part of verse 5. “Bondservants, obey your earthly master with fear and
trembling”

Paul is calling bondservants to obey their earthly masters. And to do this with fear and
trembling. Out of respect for them. Even if they are terrible masters, Paul is urging them to be
faithful. To do what they say.

The second thing Paul says is to faithfully obey these earthly masters with a sincere heart. So
Paul is calling bondservants to work honestly. So a good worker works honestly. Truthfully.

A good worker doesn't lie. The faithful bondservant doesn’t complain in their heart when they
are told to do something. They don’t work reluctantly. They genuinely accept their task and do
it.

Even in church planting work, we sometimes end up doing things we don’t want to do or doing
things we don’t expect. That could be going to the immigration office to turn in paperwork or
helping someone buy plane tickets or vacuuming the floor. How about you? Is there any part of
your job that you didn’t expect and thus, resulted in an insincere heart?

For me this week, this was very convicting because | know | have not been the best worker in
this area.
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So a good worker works faithfully, honestly, and next, wholeheartedly.

In verse 6, Paul says “not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers”

This means that a good worker doesn’t just work when the master or boss is around. This is
what Paul means by eye-service. They also don’t work hard just to get praise from their boss
or those around them. Even when no one is looking, they are working hard. They are working
wholeheartedly. This means that the worker is trustworthy and reliable. The master can depend
on their bondservant to get work done, even if they are not around.

The fourth characteristic of a good work is that they work joyfully. | get this from the latter
half of verse 6 into 7. “Doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will
as to the Lord and not to man”

Before | move on, | want to clarify one thing. Many people might think that one job is better
than another. Like being a doctor is better than being a janitor. Or one job is even more holier
than another. That doing church work is greater than non church work. What Paul is saying
here is that even if you’re a bondservant, you can be doing the will of God! The implication is
that you can be doing the will of God no matter what you do! What job you have doesn’t
determine whether you are doing God’s will or not. On the contrary, you can be doing God’s
will no matter what you’re doing, no matter where you are.

So moving on, a good worker renders their service with a good will. This also means that they
do their work with a good attitude. They do their work joyfully. This is more clear in the
Japanese translation. It also means they do it with benevolence. That means they work to do
kind and charitable acts.

Here is a convicting question for me. Do you do work just to get the bare minimum done? Or
do you work so that you can do way more than is expected of you? What if you finished your
own work that needed to be done, so that you can help someone else complete their work?
This would be working joyfully and with a good will.

So a good worker works faithfully, honestly, wholeheartedly, and joyfully.
Lastly, a good worker ultimately works for Christ. They understand that Jesus is the

ultimate master. And we are his servants. Remember, Paul in his letter mentioned earlier that
Jesus has all rule and power and authority and dominion. He is the King!
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And in our passage, Paul repeatedly mentions to work as we are working for Jesus.
Verse 5, “as you would Christ.”

Verse 6, “as bondservants of Christ.”

Verse 7, “as to the Lord.”

What this means in terms of our work is that Jesus sees all of it. He sees all the little things that
we do. He sees the big things that we do. Nothing is purposeless. All is important. And He will
reward us accordingly.

What this means in terms of our identity is that we are servants of the King. We are workers of
Christ and for Christ. This fact should give us tremendous dignity and value. We are not
defined and valued by the work we do here on earth.

In this world, it is easy to define our value based on our work. When we meet someone new
and introduce ourselves, one of the first questions that comes up is “What do you do?” This is
probably because we often associate one’s identity to the occupation that they have. And one
could feel proud and say “I’'m a doctor” or they can feel discouraged and say, “I'm just a
waitress.”

With Jesus, everyone is a dignified worker, whether a master, slave, or free. And this should be
the grounds that helps us work joyfully, wholeheartedly, honestly, and faithfully. Because when
we do this, we are imitating God and we are actually becoming like Jesus.

In Philippians 2:5-11, Paul says,

“5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself,
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father”

So look to Jesus’ example. Don’t be discouraged by what you do for your work. Aim to be like
Jesus in your workplace. And let that give you motivation to be the kind of worker God wants
you to be. Imagine if all Christians aimed to be like Jesus in the workplace. This should make
Christians the best kind of people to hire and to work with. And this in turn should spread
Jesus’ rule here on this earth and be a blessing to those that don’t know Him.
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Remember our definition of love earlier in Ephesians? Love is giving ourselves to God for the
benefit of others. Work is similar. Work should be working for our Master Jesus, for the benefit
of the workplace.

| want to lastly close with this quote from John Newton, the author of the song, Amazing
Grace.

“If two angels were to receive at the same moment a commission from God, one to go down
and rule earth’s grandest empire, the other to go and sweep the streets of its meanest village, it
would be a matter of entire indifference to each which service fell to his lot, the post of ruler or
the post of scavenger; for the joy of the angels lies only in obedience to God’s will, and with
equal joy they would lift a Lazarus in his rags to Abraham’s bosom, or be a chariot of fire to
carry an Elijah home.”

What Newton is saying is that a Christian heart is not one of grumbling or complaining. No, a
Christian heart is one of joy, being willing to do whatever our Lord Jesus asks of us. And the fact
that Jesus uses us no matter the task should bring us dignity, encouragement, and great joy.

So whether you are a teacher or missionary, whether you’re in the military or an office worker at
a company or whether you’re a mother, you all have the same master, the Lord Jesus Christ.
And if you are His, then you are able to serve Him no matter the occupation. So work for God’s
glory with joy as His sons, as His daughters, as His servants.
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Introduction

We are almost finished with our study through this letter to the church in ancient Ephesus. This
is a letter written by the Apostle Paul under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit. We believe
this is Scripture and therefore has authority over us and gives us help even today.

Last week, Reo taught about slaves in verses 5-8. He said that although it is not exactly the
same, we can get principles for how employees should work and interact with their bosses.
Today we are focusing on verse 9 which is instruction to the masters. So, again although this is
written in the first century in Greco-Roman culture with teaching about masters and slaves we
can still get principles for how bosses should relate to those who are under their authority at
work.

Just like every culture, Japan has a lot of problems in the workplace. It seems that every week
you can read the news and see another CEO who is apologizing for immoral actions. Sexual
harassment, power harassment, Karoshi (or death from overwork), Black companies, these are
some of the major problems in the work environments in Japan. All of these problems are
caused by the leadership of those companies.

So, what is the Bible’s teaching on leadership in the workplace? What is the Christian
workplace supposed to be like? Let’s look at this verse and see what is here. Let’s read verse 9
one more time. “Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he
who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.“

Let’s begin by looking at Paul’s command “stop your threatening.”

First | want to point out that the masters and the slaves were both present in the church
gathering. They were members of the same church. Sometimes we think it is awkward to go to
church at the same place as our boss. To be honest, | don’t understand this concern because |
have always been part of the same church as my boss because my boss has always been the
pastor of the church that | worked at.

Paul did not think it was wrong or awkward to have the slaves and their masters in the same
church. Paul apparently also did not think it was a bad idea to correct the masters publicly in
front of their slaves. He said “stop your threatening.” If he had to tell them to stop that means
they were doing it. This was a behavior the masters were doing and Paul told them, in front of
the whole church, “stop that.”

The church is a family. It is not our family, it is God’s family. God makes the rules for his family.
In a lot of our families there may be certain things that you just don’t talk about. Not in God’s
family. In the church we don’t avoid confronting sin because someone is in a position of
authority. No, we correct everyone’s sin.
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There is no partiality with Jesus and so there should not be any partiality in the church. This
means everyone repents. Being in a position of authority does not mean we are not allowed to
be corrected. It means we have a greater responsibility to be above reproach. It means there is
a higher standard for our morals and for our motivations and for the way we treat those under
us.

Paul tells the masters to stop their threatening because intimidation is not a Christian way of
getting compliance. To tell someone “you will regret not doing what | say” is sinful bullying. In
Matthew 20 Jesus taught the Christian way of leadership. In 20:25-28 it says:
But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

In 1 Peter 5 Peter also gave similar instructions to elders of churches. This can also be applied
to authority in the workplace | think: “shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising

oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain,
but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.”

The biblical way of using authority is to serve those you have authority over. The role of bosses
and leaders is to serve their employees so that they can grow and develop and succeed for the
good of the mission of the company which needs to be for the glory of God. So threatening
and bullying is not an option. Rather, we are told to set them an example that they can follow.

What is the change you want to see in your employees? If they were to watch you work would
they see a good example of how you want them to work?

In Ephesians 4:12 Paul says the leaders of the church are “to equip the saints for the work of
ministry.” It is the job of church leaders and of bosses to equip their employees so that they
can succeed in carrying out the mission of the company.

The next phrase | want to look at is “do the same to them.”

Have you ever noticed this? This is amazing. In the context of slaves and masters Paul tells
Masters to behave toward their slaves the exact same way that they expect them to behave
toward themselves. Masters and slaves were not equal in society. A slave was owned by the
master as a piece of property. But, Paul, and the teaching of Christianity contradicted that and
taught that Masters should treat them the same way they want to be treated.
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So, we can look at verses 5-8 and apply everything Reo said last week about how slaves work
for their masters to how masters should treat their slaves. Let’s look again at verses 5-8 and
restate them for the masters.

Bosses, lead your employees with fear and trembling with a sincere heart, as you would if they
were Christ himself. Don’t be a people-pleaser. Don’t play favorites or lead in ways to get
everyone to like you. But carry out your work as a bondservant of Christ. Do the will of God
from the heart. This also means that every part of your work should be submitted to the will of
God. The way you do your work should be submitted to the will of God. What is the mission
and vision of your company? Is it in submission to what God wants to happen on the earth?
What are the practices of your company? Are they ethical according to God’s standards? Are
you honest in your dealings with others? Jesus worked as a carpenter for the majority of his
life. He knows what it is like to work in this world. He did his work without sin. Could Jesus
work for you with a clear conscience?

Bosses, you need to render your service to your employees with a good will toward them. You
need to want good for them. Do this as if you were leading the Lord and not humans. You need
to do all your work knowing that whatever you do you will receive back from the Lord. All your
work matters to him. Every bit of service you give to your employees is seen by Jesus. He will
reward you for everything you do.

Now to finish let’s look at the end of verse 9. How is this kind of leadership possible?
This way of relating to one another is possible by the power of the gospel. Everything Paul has
taught in chapters 4-6 is based on the truth that he taught in chapters 1-3. The church is the
family of God. We are all equally saved by grace through faith in Jesus. There is not anyone
who is better than any other person here. No matter what your relationship is to other church
members is—whether you are family or friends or neighbors or coworkers— we are the family
of God and that is true whether you are at work or at home or at church.

Ephesians 2:4-10 tells us that our salvation is completely by God’s grace because of his
unilateral love toward us. We have not earned any part of it. Our salvation is not based on our
accomplishments in the business world. It is not based on our social status. It is based on
God’s work.
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But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.

In 2:18-22 we are told that because of this salvation we are all included in God’s family. We are
members of the household of God. This also is accomplished entirely by God. It was earned by
Jesus’ death on the cross and we are still being built into a perfect temple for God by the
power of God’s Spirit.
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Next | want you to notice that the reason Paul gives for Masters to behave this way is
grounded in Jesus’ ascension. He says, “knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is
in heaven.” Jesus, after he died for our sins and rose from the dead, ascended to his throne in
heaven. Jesus is in heaven right now. Paul has said this multiple times in this letter. He said this
in his prayer in chapter 1. In 1:20-21 He said that Jesus is seated at the right hand of God in
the heavenly places above all rule and authority. He mentioned it again in 2:6 where he says we
are seated with Christ in the heavenly places. Then before beginning his long section of
practical application in chapter 4 he mentions Jesus’ ascension again in 8-10 saying that the
leadership of the church is a gift from Jesus that was given because of his ascension.

The Christian life is lived by faith in the gospel. The gospel is that through the life, death,
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, God is saving you. Jesus’ ascension is just as
important as his life and death and resurrection because when Jesus went to heaven he sent
the Holy Spirit to apply the salvation he accomplished to the hearts of his people. Now, from
his throne in heaven Jesus is ruling all things. And the church is the people of Christ that are
submitted to his rule. We live in faith, trusting that Jesus really did come, that he really did die
for our sins, that he really did rise from the dead and that he really did ascend to his throne as
our Lord and king. Because of that faith, we submit to the kingship of Jesus in every part of our
life, whether at work or home or church.
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This world is Jesus’ world. He will return one day to judge everyone who has ever lived. And,
like a good king, his judgment will be impartial. He will be totally fair and just. He does not care
if you are the emperor of Japan or the newest driver of a trash truck. He will judge you
according to whether you lived your life for him. As Christians we have the glorious comfort of
knowing that all our sins are forgiven and that Jesus received our just condemnation in our
place. So we can look forward to his return with joy. But this should not make us think it is okay
to sin more, but it should motivate us to live faithfully to him as our king.

One more reason why Paul speaks this way to the masters is because if you look throughout
the New Testament at Paul’s view of slavery you can know that he thought it was wrong and
should have been abolished. Slavery has no place in Christ’s world. We are family and no one
is the property of another person.

There is not time to go into depth on all of Paul’s teaching on slavery, but here are a few
examples besides the text we are looking at today:

As Reo mentioned last week in 1 Corinthians 7:21 Paul tells slaves to get their freedom if they
have the opportunity. He does not want anyone to remain in slavery. The whole letter of
Philemon is Paul appealing to a master to free his slave. In 1 Timothy 1:10 Paul puts
“enslavers” in the same list as “lawless and disobedient, ungodly and sinners.” So, according
to Scripture, the act of putting anyone else in slavery is a sin. Also in Galatians 3:28 Paul says
that in Christ there is no category of slave or free.

This world is Jesus’ world. He is the king of all of it. We must live according to his law because
we know that he is the king and he will come and judge everyone and he is a good, fair, just
king. When he comes he will make everything right. Let’s pray.



