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Is church membership Biblical?
BEER ™EAVN—Y v T EHATLRDH?

HE2D TAYN—] EE. WHEARCEBITZIAZEKRULET, COBFEDSEQFEECHTEE
BADT., BIORIRZFE > TULEEVWTEBULEEAD., BHSFIHMFHRCEITZ VI XF ¥
VETERITDDICE. COTEMENLELR>THVET,

MMEDAYN—(CRVEBEIV) EEIBLSEEECEVNVTHUEFEA, LHUL. FINEEZR
KEHBEAVYN—IYYTOBMBZEHAONTUVET, Flc. TOMIE. 1 TRABRIEEH R
T UICEEHSCODVWTHABENSKREDEXT,

NP 1416:13-20&H D E . 1 TRREHSERS LITR DRI ENLIMVET, COEE
B CETONZHREEMHA (FJO0—-/VL) CLHIWBBEEEEKRLTVWBRLDOCHCZET.
X% 418:15-20T., 1 TRKREFBUOZTBEDDHEECDOVWTHAIBHFTIN, S TOXRZEZD
ELINTVEFVZERKRULTCVWBZENESHNCRVET, COZDDEMZEBEL T, 1 TR
MEVWTWEHRE 7 O-NILTHURHISEMIFCEFRFUIEEDILEES O T ENHRITEE

ER

RTFOF-DBASEHEAVN=I Yy TOWIEBRET ZHICETERILBEET, T TERT
ONHEDRBIES CREONZRONTCHOEDENIVBEHATET., REBLSCE. 2
DEDHNZERIBZIEEINEASNTVET, £, SEICREBRICEIT BIALEEREBLEICH
DEDEHEBENTUVERT, DFY ., EOHRERBILEEAVN-THRENA>TWVBDT
9., REFBDCERSNIEEDZMBVENHY . HED AV /N\—FHINREBLBROHZ N W
ENBHVERT, 1ITA%R., TUTAIREDNMEELEHEOED HFICRED DT, B EHE
AVN=2y7OT7OCRZRITTCVWET, (FETHE—31-15, Fe. EUETITE, REL
HENED —F -2y TOREEB> TN EDDOMIET)

HEAVN—Y Y TICDODVWTOEREFMREE > EHFARNTEVLWRAETRETSECLTLESTWL
Y)Y $E—5:1-5; 0 Y FETZ2:6-8;, THOZT $E—5:12-13; AN )L13:17; v I 75:14

“Church member” is the term we use to describe someone who is part of a local church. This
term is not in the Bible and you can definitely use a different term if you choose, but we feel this is
a helpful way to describe a Christian who is part of a local church.

The Bible does not explicitly say, “Thou shalt become a member of a church.” But church
membership is implied throughout the New Testament. It begins with Jesus’ own teaching about
the church that he came to establish.

In Matthew 16:13-20 we see that Jesus came to establish a church. In this passage the church
seems to be global. In Matthew 18:15-20 Jesus refers to his church again, but in this context it is
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obviously a smaller group. So, looking at these two texts we can assume that in Jesus’ mind the
church is both global and local.

Another helpful passage is 1 Peter 5:1-5. Here Peter is talking to elders of churches and he says
that they have a specific flock of God that is “among them.” The elders are given the task of
shepherding their flock and then in verse 5 we see that other members of the church are
supposed to “be subject to the elders.” So in each church there are elders and there are
members. The elders need to know who is in their flock. And the members need to know who are
their elders. Therefore, in order to help us obey Jesus and his intention for his church we practice
church membership. (From 1 Timothy 3:1-15 and Philippians 1:1 we see that elders and deacons
are the two offices of leadership in the church.)

To see other evidence of church membership in the New Testament you can look at these
passages as well: 1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 2 Corinthians 2:6-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews
13:17; James 5:14.

What does it mean to be a member of a church?
HEDAYN—([CIRBZECDNT

BMOAR . HOBED—ETHIADRHIEL. HEALKNDETY, cEFEEOHE —EDH
ZELTVERT, FAcBEECOMEFEEL. BL. COMCRUVET, TOER. Mlcaaldn
ek D, B @EF VR CHBRBEMMEK. TLTHEZELER Y., ChHIHOFDALEY
VAF vV ZEXBTBEDTT ., LB EHEEL, BLWCBULEDARTT (X541 22:34-40;
3/\X 13:34-35; RFO%— 1:4-2:10) ,

MieE0|. B, TUTHENDOEDN YL ZHOPHNSXFITEEDTH B, BB L
LT, ETMEAREET B LOEHRZEERLBVEVTE A, COERIEMEAXZEL
TAVN-BZOCEHINTUVET,

FEEEXEFEEOHATE<SKENULXETY.,. AMOEMNEERIT BODHI KTV
TY., VURFv>, ZUTHEDAVYN—-([CEH> T, BEMEAXEMTEEHNHBCIF>TLS
BEIZERLTNBEDTY, INVAIBZEGHL L, BEEOHZOEMNO—HERD T L
DOV FET, BHNO—HEFRDLHICF. FIEMEF>TVEREBLRTNERVEEA, D
F., FINEEOVHOHSEEMNEAXZR >TVWEDTY ., fIVEEOHUEIMEMNEEXZE
B> CULWcEE DI TR OEEREMTRDOISENEKT:

{#4E 14:22; O—< 6:17; N7J)L 10:23; 14 3

AVN—BHEFHBEDLLBITKRO TV HRCES . Bk, TLTHOFOALEDE
TSRHZEENLUILEDTY, INEHEk. e, TULTEDRCRNTZEDNDTT, Fo. RIEMNR
MEZERINXETHY ., BEHNLLBCHUTLDH, BEMEk. TLTHOALEETI4AE
HFEBEHYL, EELEEDTY, (O0-—X6:17;, R7O%— 3:21)



4 of 15

BEAXEAVN-ZOE, HEOBNE—HERDICHCFELET,

The distinguishing mark of what it means to be part of God’s people, the church, is to love God
and love others. We believe in the one true God of the Bible. We trust in him and obey him and
love him. Therefore, according to his commands, we also love each other and love others. This is
what makes Christians different from all other people on earth. We are the people who love God
and love others (Matthew 22:34-40; John 13:34-35; 1 Peter 1:14-2:10).

Since our love for God and love for each other and others is what distinguishes the church from
the world, we also, as a local church, must define what it means for us to love God and love each
other. This is accomplished by a statement of faith and a member covenant.

A statement of faith is a short summary statement of Biblical teaching. It is a guide for us in what
is true faith and what is not. As Christians and members of this church the statement of faith is
also guide for what beliefs we hold in common. In Ephesians 4:13 we see that the Biblical church
also sought unity in “the faith.” In order to have unity in beliefs you have to clearly define those
beliefs. Thus even the earliest, New Testament churches had statements of faith. Here are other
places in the New Testament we see evidence of statements of faith: Acts 14:22; Romans 6:17;
Hebrews 10:23; Jude 3.

A member covenant is a summary of how God would have us live before him, with each other,
and in the world. It is something we promise to God, to the church, and to ourselves. It is an
ethical statement that defines, in summary form, what the Bible means for us to live a life of love
to God and each other and others (Romans 6:17; 1 Peter 3:21).

The statement of faith and the member covenant are two documents that promote unity and
purpose in the church.
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What do members of this church believe? (Statement of faith)

BIE The Bible

FafeBE. BEDIBFOE BIS(R Y 122:43; {$4E1:6, 4:25, 28:25-27; N7 )L3:7; HE—RFTO1:11-
12; 38 —7E75:18; -7 03:15-16). [RECHULTICEREY OIRVEFR19:7-9; I/\X% 10:35;
T hR1:2), HOEREZIEHOIFCEFETHYEZTET 3:16), ABOMWEWLWSHDOHT
ZADTEIRD ER(BEEC 13:1-5, 18:20-22, 29:29; F_F E73:15), INTDFURAEDE
MEZDAERCTL T, MENDRBINIEREITOEDTH S LFEUXT (AL 42, s
30:5-6; X% 1 5:17-19; BiR#% 22:18-19;58 —_ 7€ 73:16-17),

We believe the scriptures, both Old (Matthew 22:43; Acts 1:6, 4:25, 28:25-27; Hebrews 3:7; 1
Peter 1:11-12) and New Testaments (1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Peter 3:15-16), to be the inspired Word of
God (2 Timothy 3:16) without error in the original writings (Psalm 19:7-9; John 10:35; Titus 1:2),
the complete revelation of his will for the salvation of men (Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20-22, 29:29;

2 Timothy 3:15), and the Divine and final authority for all Christian faith and life (Deuteronomy 4:2;
Proverbs 30:5-6; Matthew 5:17-19; Revelation 22:18-19; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

# God

MIcBE. TRTORIEETH Y (RItEEE1:1) . BRBATHYU (A T ¥6:1-3), KEC=M—MR
IRBH [B—R7T0O1:2], #HF[3/\R20:28], BFE [[FiE5:3-4) CHIME—DHEFLEI(F— 7
7 2:5),

We believe in one God (1 Timothy 2:5), creator of all things (Genesis 1:1), holy (Isaiah 6:1-3), and

eternally existing in three persons: Father (1 Peter 1:2), Son (John 20:28), and Holy Spirit (Acts
5:3-4).

14 I X Jesus

FAfeBE. AR - FURRD, WEMTERL, KEOEHNSHFELTHENZ(OOY11:16-
1) BOVEWFTH B EEFELET(I/\R1:1,14,3:16; NT)L1:8,10), FalzEE. ZDFHH.
FRCHNT, BRICIVEY ., IV T IUEEENICRST(LH1:34-35), TZEDMT
HY. FZEDARBRBZHETHI(HZTV44-5), BEOHZ EFBYIC, BRELBEEZIEY . A
EBEDOFOIHCRENDORENBETME UTTHFROLTRLBNIEATHB E(E -V F
15:3; N7)L4:15; 10:11-14), TS ([TIEFEHS LHHDA W (E— T > ~15:4; )L H24:36-43). KI(C
FUEE19). THEDO RBZBMOAICELTEENBEATHBEELIRITNTILLI),

We believe that Jesus Christ is the one and only Son of God (John 1:1, 14; 3:16; Hebrews 1:8, 10)
who is not created but has existed from eternity (Colossians 1:16-17). In the Incarnation, he was

conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:34-35) as truly human and truly
God (Galatians 4:4-5). He lived a perfect life and died on the cross as a perfect and complete
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sacrifice for our sins according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3; Hebrews 4:15; 10:11-14).
Further, he rose bodily from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:36-43) and ascended into
heaven (Acts 1:9), where he sits at the right hand of God the Father (Hebrews 1:3).

BIZE Holy Spirit

FhfcBd. BERZH|D. KEDEHDDSKEDKRRICEDZEXRT., RIEZ5M,. FREIMEDOTER
—HOACHFESNBDI A THBEEE LTI R139:7; X5 128:19; F/\X15:26; HE—I/\ R
4:8,12-13), FAre5(E. COAFN. HICRERDHTE(I/\R16:8) . FAEFESE(I/\R3:5; 7
k23:5). ETCOFURALEDSIECETONS (I/\RT7:39; 14:17, O—<X89-11)5TH B2 &
ZELET, CORBFURREDSIECAEFOLNBZCET, FURMEEROFHEHFBU(A
ZT7Y4:6) WECES, TAZHONESZA(O—X8:13; 57 ¥5:16-23; F— V b+
12:7; 5 _-01) > +3:6). KIEOFEERIMEINDE_I) YV k 1:21-22, 5:5: TRY1:13-14)5 T
HBEELX T,

We believe the Holy Spirit exists eternally in perfect union with God the Father and God the Son
(Psalm 139:7; Matthew 28:19; John 15:26; 1 John 4:8, 12-13). He convicts the world of sin (John
16:8), regenerates the sinner (John 3:5; Titus 3:5) and indwells the believer (John 7:39; 14:17;
Romans 8:9-11). Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he identifies the believer as God’s child,
(Galatians 4:6), empowers the believer for godly living (Romans 8:13; Galatians 5:16-23) and

service (1 Corinthians 12:7; 2 Corinthians 3:6), and guarantees the believer’s eternal hope (2
Corinthians 1:21-22, 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14).

AR & 58 Humanity and Sin

eBlE. IRTOABDHONEEICESN TS EEL0 I (AIt:EE 1:26-28; +373:9), L
MURBHS, ROGERE LU TEIME 3; O—X5:12; F—231) ¥ 15:21-22), FikTn 3 UBIDIK
RETEBCENTHY(O—NI:9-20, 8:8; TRY2:1-3), KEZDHECEDSNTLWET(XT A
25:46; 3/\X 3:18; O—X8:1; E_FHO=41:5-10),

We believe that all humanity is created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-28; James 3:9).
However, as a result of sin (Genesis 3; Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22), all unregenerate

humanity is now in rebellion against God (Romans 3:9-20, 8:8; Ephesians 2:1-3) and under eternal
condemnation (Matthew 25:46; John 3:18; Romans 8:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10).

FL\ Salvation

hfeBE. BOE. BHFORDZIC, FUXRDEMICKL > TOHFELSN(T/\R14:6; {FiE
4:10-12,15:11; O—~4:5; 57 ¥2:16; T/XYV2:8-9), 1 TAF X DOTEBREIEE KDL
DIEEFOHD, FUBIEINTORDBEEN. RILDBRILERD 2 &(O0—3:21-26, 4:22-
25; 55 -01) v k5:21), ZUT, FLBEEFIRTHDFESIND &L EFEUE I (#4112, O0—
< 3:21-26, 5:15-19, 8:15-17; TRV 2:8-9),

We believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone (Acts 15:11; Romans 4:5; Galatians
2:16; Ephesians 2:8-9) in Christ alone (John 14:6; Acts 4:10-12). The perfect obedience and

sacrificial death of Jesus Christ and his resurrection provide the only ground for justification,
sanctification, and glorification for all who believe (Romans 3:21-26, 4:22-25, 2 Corinthians 5:21),
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and those who believe become the children of God (Romans 8:15-17; Galatians 4:4-7; 1 Peter
3:18; Revelation 21:1-7).

F1) X ~ OBE Return of Christ

Fatz5E. FUARZEEDPREEFNT/N\R143; EE1:11; BT 027 4:16), RAELCHES
T (X5 1416:27,24:30, 25:31)BUR->THELENBCE. ZULTZOBEBEMEUZ2EDOHLXDSH
EFFRCRIBIRNWCEZEFEUFTRT (XY 116:24-28; X )1 18:34-38; H5—/\R3:2-3),

We believe in the personal, bodily (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16), and glorious
(Matthew 16:27, 24:30, 25:31) return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that Christ’s return has a vital

bearing on the personal life and service of the believer (Matthew 16:24-28; Mark 8:34-38; 1 John
3:2-3).

183& & 5K3& Resurrection and Eternal States

FAfe B3, BEDPRBZEF > TEET DI E(E T F15:35-49), ZL T, A1 TANEETL)
DEEFALEEESENND T E(RTA125:31-33,F—TETA4LNEEFELET, SEELCHLT.
FE.FEULBEEECEHEBIITKREOMBEEVIC(N Y 125:14-28,34; E—THOZT
4:13-18), EURVEZXKEROHE EKIEDOHVIC(XY 12546, E_THOZT 1:5-10EH 5N
=S

We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead (1 Corinthians 15:35-49) and that Jesus will
judge the living and the dead (Matthew 25:31-33; 2 Timothy 4:1): of the believer to everlasting
blessedness (Matthew 25:34) and joy (Matthew 25:14-23) with their Lord (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18), and the unbeliever to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46) and eternal destruction (2
Thessalonians 1:5-10).

& Church

FWreBlE. BEOBRE EZTET219). 1 TAFURMEHVEE L TEL (& 16:30-31; T
RY 1:13), BEL L > THESTN (F/\R3:5-6; T ~ A3:4-7), 1 ITAHNHNUSTHBFIUILD
DEREICERS>TVBINTDOARCEI>TEBSNB LELTT(E—TV Y 12:12-13; IR
V4:15-16),

fhfeBE. HFEHEE. FENBEOMECHFTEEICRASERNTH B(F[F:31; O—X16:5;
F— UV HME1YEFELET, ERRFTEDBEEENGA. NTTAREEZOMEDILHA
EHITUE I (XY 128:18-20; {F1F2:37-38; O —<6:3-4; 55— 1) > +2:1-5,15:1-8, 11:17-34; A
ZT7¥3:27; F— TET416, BE_TET1:13-14),

We believe that the true Church (2 Timothy 2:19) is composed of all such persons who have
saving faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:30-31; Ephesians 1:13) and have been regenerated by the
Holy Spirit (John 3:5-6; Titus 3:4-7) and are united in the body of Christ of which he is the head (1
Corinthians 12:12-13; Ephesians 4:15-16).

We believe local churches are the visible and earthly expression of the universal church (Acts
9:31; Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19). Local churches proclaim the true gospel message and
administer the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:37-38;

Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 15:1-8, 11:17-34; Galatians 3:27; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy
1:13-14).
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(A \—2249)

How do members of this church live? (Member Covenant)

B IHMOEH LD FOBLEDANEEIM, E/IR - FUREFLBICEVFELUL,
e, K258, HIFAIX-FIUXL, TLTEEONTHILEZ T, FUXRTHEWTHL
WAEZESTEOWEBES LD LRV E LR, EUTRREBEEMNC, EUDD., FURKCTH-
T—DODOWSETHBIAREHCENZEZFUEXT,

Having been brought by God’s grace to repent from sin, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and be

baptized into the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and desiring to live our new life
in Christ, we joyfully and solemnly enter into this covenant with one another as one body.

MicBE. BEOERBICERT T, TLUT. AXOPRTEANBENZERS . MICHE UIEFE
ZiEY . HADE ., IBMHEANDOE, TUTHENDEBZRBLUTCINERIRT S5 L[CEHET
(X5 A22:34-4; )\ 13:34-35; O—~13:9-10; HZ 7 ¥5:14; R7O%E—1:14-2:10; T ETE
—3:16-17) ,

We will live lives of holiness and devotion to God expressed in love for God, each other, and

others in submission to the authority of Scripture. (Matthew 22:34-40; John 13:34-35; Romans
183:9-10; Galatians 5:14; 1 Peter 1:14-2:10; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)

FfeB . BEVVCEMICRLIE, . FEAREBULGTSOHOC. JURF v EORDY,
T, HIHIFITZLHICERNCELED CECBOHET (NTIL3:12-14, 10:25),

We will persevere in the faith and in love for God and others through involvement in Christian
fellowship and regularly gathering for corporate worship. (Hebrews 3:12-14; 10:25)

eBE. BVWCEMCERLIE, M. FLARZEBLGTBEHIC. BEF>TELWERMEXL
F9 (XY 118:12-20; O—<1:12; HZT7V¥6:1; N7 )L3:12-14)

We will seek to help each other persevere in the faith and in love for God and others through
loving exhortation. (Matthew 18:12-20; Romans 1:12; Galatians 6:1; Hebrews 3:12-14)

B REBECEDVT, ELVORBTENZRSE. MLEL. MEL. BELC—DN0(CRB &
([CEBHFET (NF15:9;18:15-35; I b EFE—12:12; TRV 4:1-6, 30-32),
We will seek unity with one another by making peace with one another, forgiving one another, and

reconciling with one another in accord with the gospel. (Matthew 5:9; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians
12:12; Ephesians 4:1-6, 30-32)

Bl BATVBELSEECECEY. NILWTWBRELELLEEBITHUEERT ., ELT. BE

VOEFZRIVEVEYT (00— 12:15, 85— +2:26; 5 7v6:2),
We will mourn with those who mourn and rejoice with those who rejoice and bear one another’s
burdens. (Romans 12:15; 1 Corinthians 12:26; Galatians 6:2)
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BB, BBk, ZLTHEOLOICOITSHVULITEIT(O—<10:1; TRY6:10-20;

0% 1 4:2),

We will persist in steadfast prayer for ourselves, each other, and others. (Romans 10:1; Ephesians
6:10-20; Colossians 4:2)

M BDREDTICVNBFEE, FEELBZEDHEBELIIFHICEI>TETSR I LICEHFET, X
fe. BEH 2T RIEPREOHRVERDLGITERYT (IRY6:22-6:4; X7 O5%E—3:1-8),
We will strive to bring up our children and others in our care in the nurture and instruction of the

Lord, and through a loving example, seek the salvation of our family and close ones. (Ephesians
5:22-6:4; 1 Peter 3:1-8)

B lE. 1 TADBEESITRHAL, BEF > T, RELREOHWVWERDEGETET (X571
5:13-16; {§1£8:4, 16:30-34; IO 1 4:5-6; RFOFE—2:12) ,

In love we will seek the salvation of our family, friends, and others in our lives by telling them the
good news of Jesus. (Matthew 5:13-16; Acts 8:4; 16:30-34; Colossians 4:5-6; 1 Peter 2:12)

5. MAMEANCEZATLBLIELED > T, ATAVWTNOE CTEEZT DI LICEBOHFRT
(INRYV6:5-9; R7FO%E—2:18-3:17),

We will seek to do good according to God’s will in all our callings, whether professional or
personal. (Ephesians 6:5-9; 1 Peter 2:18-3:17)

COHCEETTVERHASERICEAEEIFOEDOE LT, MOMENIRYT BIEE TRV . FAl
S5REETZENLTCLEIECRL., TOBATEEITOCE(CBHET (fFfE5:29; O—<13:1-
8; E'1) E3:20; X7 0O5—2:13-17),

As citizens of heaven on earth, we will seek to be submissive to and do good according to the

laws of the land wherein we reside, in as much as those laws conform with the will of God. (Acts
5:29; Romans 13:1-8; Philippians 3:20; 1 Peter 2:13-17)

FhfeBE. MASATLKEET>IEENRBWZRWLWT, EXTHULHABLKFUIANOERZERTH
(FBRIEHICHEAFTT, TLEVZH>TEHLIORE. BHoOHE. BODOEEHITET (X541
25:14-30; O0—~12:3-8; OV bE—12:4-11; OV FET8-9;, 7 HO T FE—2:8; RTOFE—
4:10-11),

We will steward the gifts God has given us and seek to be generous toward one another, joyfully

and sacrificially giving of our time, finances, and our very selves. (Matthew 25:14-30; Romans
12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 1 Thessalonians 2:8; 1 Peter 4:10-11)

e BBHRER S TLHIBOORMNSFVERT (O—N16:17-19; E' E£1:9-10; 3/\R4:1-6),
We will seek to guard the church from false doctrine and divisiveness. (Romans 16:17-19;
Philippians 1:9-10; 1 John 4:1-6)

MeBE. BEOPROEE - BECERGBIZA L) — (BE01UEFE. LA, JIF. TLTHRE
ZXABZE) ZBL. —BZE>THVWTLWEEXT, FAcBlE. COEDIRBRIZA U —OfE
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EVPYLOREZEXA. FAREREZHYT. BRICRIZLITTVLKEHIC, BEUERF>TE
HARY [CHR(F £ 9 (¥ 9 1 28:18-20; {F1E2:37-38; O —<6:3-4; I > ~5E—2:1-5, 11:17-34; 15:1-8;
OV b8ET8-9;, HZT7 V327, TETHE—4:16; TETHFE1:13-14),

We will endeavor to continue and further the ministry of this church by carrying out Biblically
faithful ministries that sustain the right practice of the ordinances and the right teaching of the
gospel from Scripture. We will contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry,
the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all
nations. (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:37-38; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 11:17-34; 15:1-8; 2
Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 3:27; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 1:13-14)

IS XEBREHMNBECE. CORNOBEREMD L FORAEERERTER LD, B
ZEDMOHBEEIRL., TTICES T E(CBBHTVEXT  ((FiE 18:1-2, 24-28),

When moving from this church, we will endeavor to join another church where we can carry out
the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word. (Acts 18:1-2, 24-28)

FAIR - FIURLDEHE, HOEB, BEEORDUNNCE—REHKLCHVETLOC @YY
~2EZ 13:14),

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with us all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)
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{T82A: #E4B4 Appendix A: Church Government

W/ RETE & ESBFDHE Pastor/Elder led, Congregationally responsible church

FHEEZBLTC—EL T, TNZNOMENGRY ) XF v v OEFV (F. EHOEENRER

T UTEBUMET/ RERLBICL > THETNTULET, TNHFHHNEEZECEHNNTLS, B
DIEBEEBORILLELFT, WE/REE. i), BEEOEUV. HEOAL OREET T, ==
ARU—ZETROCHEEEZIZ L. BaDEHICHICHUAT T L., BEBNRETEE

B3 &, RBPHA. FIOEOLEHICHZI L. BERIIBEHA VRV ERR T D&
ELvo T, BEMRREICESNTUET, (I3/\R10:11; RFOF— 5:2-5; ¥ 37 5:14;, A7)l
13:17; TETHE—3:2; T F X 1:6-9; KU E 1:1; THOZT %— 5:12; {FiEDEE 6:2-6; 11:30;
15:2, 6, 22; 20:28, 35; TXY 4:11-12)

The consistent pattern throughout the New Testament is that each local body of believers is
shepherded by a plurality of qualified, male pastors/elders. We believe this is the pattern for
church leadership given in the New Testament. Pastors/elders are called to a number of specific
duties including: prayer, Scripture study, shepherding and caring for the people in the church,
equipping the church to do ministry, giving an account to God for the church, living exemplary
lives, preaching and teaching, praying for the sick, teaching sound doctrine and refuting error.
(John 10:11; 1 Peter 5:2-5; James 5:14; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus 1:6-9; Philippians
1:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Acts 6:2-6; 11:30; 15:2, 6, 22; 20:28, 35; Ephesians 4:11-12)

Ffc. fINEEZBLTC—ELT. ER2NRBIEEDEE LR > T, HASDORELCSMT B &
TY, ChCE NTTAI, AUN=2yv T B, REPHEOEY, EHEMDIEY
HUBENEENET, (N5 18:15-20;28:18-20; O'J) > +5E— 5:4-5; ') > +5EZ 2:6-8; {F
EOBEE 1:15-26; 6:3-6; 15:22; TETE— 5:19; N7 )L 10:24-25; 13:17; O—~X 16:17-19; U &
1:9-10; I/ \RE— 4:1-6)

Also what we see as the pattern in the New Testament is the congregation taking part in church
decisions in submission to the leadership of the elders. This includes matters in baptism,
membership, church discipline, appointing elders and deacons, and sending out missionaries.
(Matthew 18:15-20; 28:18-20; 1 Corinthians 5:4-5; 2 Corinthians 2:6-8; Acts 1:15-26; 6:3-6; 15:22;
1 Timothy 5:19; Hebrews 10:24-25; Romans 16:17-19; Philippians 1:9-10; 1 John 4:1-6; Hebrews
13:17)

{F8%B: Y45 Appendix B: Theological Distinctives

MUSTARD SEED7 ) A F + V& (E. HHASDOEMNEAXZXIFIT 2MHOHBEEDENEEKLS
THEMNAFHEBLUTVLEYT, cNS50MZFHIEEHBENEDLSCEIN., EDFEICE
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D> T DO EREDITZMTYT, IEFETOHEAY/N—DINEDHZRISFHD I RT
CBRITZEVDIBERDEILEBAD. INSOBZENIFHELUBEDETOESCELTE
BN THY ., BEAVN—EZEEFTINESEWNIUTEIHAEHADZEITETEEA,

Mustard Seed Christian Church also has theological distinctives that distinguishes our church
from other churches who would affirm our Statement of Faith. These distinctives shape the way
Mustard Seed Christian Church is led and the direction the church is headed. Members are not
expected to agree with all of these distinctives, but members should expect that the distinctives
will be maintained in all ministry environments at Mustard Seed Christian Church, and members
may not teach contrary to them.

1H4@ ¥ # Complementarianism:

BEMELXHEZEORE. @BEMECHVTETNCTFETTH, HORIECSVWTENENIE
3TY, MOERBAEBOERICE>T, BEETMEZENZENCES T, BLVERHDREIEE
EHRELHAREHBTLCHEVNTEZISNTLET, BETEBUHELMETNIWVWBLREFMLTHER
BCEERVBBEROONETTD, RELEHB LV ORBEFHERBLIBHCOHFRINT
WET ., (BIHEC 1:27, B—T7E73; 7 ~X1)

Men and women are absolutely equal in essence, dignity and value but are distinct by divine
design. As part of God’s good created order, men and women are to have different yet
complementary roles and responsibilities in the home and church. As it relates to the church, men

and women are both expected to lead and serve in various ministries; however, the office of elder
is reserved for qualified men. (Genesis 1:27; 1 Timothy 3; Titus 1)

HE DY Gifts of the Holy Spirit:
WIeBEETOFIURAEDEZTRZ2MHNE5Z5NZZENBEHEMZE LN SRS, ALTITIAN
EREBELET, HEOBMCOVTIE., FAZEDHEDOERPEE EUTOEENRRACHE
IBMTY,

We affirm that all Christians should be eager to use and pursue spiritual gifts as granted by the
Holy Spirit. Regarding the gifts of the Spirit, our church’s beliefs and practices are guided by the
following biblical principles.

1. HOEMZTEDOTHMEIE—. FEIETVDERDOFETH S, IRADOENG MDA
B, ETOF VA LECTT 3HOERDBOENCDOVTDIERNMEREELS5ITEDTHE
2L, (FEOEE 11:27-30; 21:4, 10-14; E-FE73:16-17)

The sufficiency of Scripture as the only authoritative source for all belief and practice. Spiritual

gifts today do not produce any authoritative revelation about the character and nature of God or a
binding declaration of his will for all believers. (Acts 11:27-30; 21:4, 10-14; 2 Tim 3:16-17)

. ENBMEECHREADRERY . BEEETLTBREHCHVSNEZINETH D, EHH
WA —EAALCREETSITENG>TEHE. ZNEEADOKVVPENTLEEOIMTERL, RU
TEEBZELEE LTERBRER., BOERICIDEDHEDEFROLIAEF U X FADEID
HTHd, (B—2 >V 127,11, 27-13:13)
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The primary use of spiritual gifts is for the common good and edification of the entire church body.
Spiritual gifts may edify the individual, but are not evidence for salvation or higher spirituality, and
must never allow for an elitist mentality. An individual’s standing before God is based solely on
faith in Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:7, 11, 27-13:13))

3. &ERPCHBRANCZDHRLCH B ETORIELNSEREIS LY., WIIZAELTEBZ L
LWOBRZE>TENBMZRAVSEREILETND, AT, BELCH S XD ICZOMEGIIPRE
LR E)BEANBREZEDORIENSHENRETHSLETE—H. TOEEHEFEBFEEHL D EBREWL
MET3, (O—X 1:15-16; 31 > & HFE— 14:33; 15:1-5; TETF— 4:13)

The exercise of individual gifts during gathering times must not be allowed to bring disorder or
shift the focus away from the foundational centerpiece of ministry: gospel proclamation.
Furthermore, we affirm the pattern of Scripture that other supernatural expressions of the Holy

Spirit (such as miracles or healing) are indeed viable today, but subservient to gospel
proclamation. (Romans 1:15-16; 1 Corinthians 14:33; 15:1-5; 1 Timothy 4:13)

INT 7 AX Baptism:

(COXEER, OVEY - NTTFRAREBIEEANSIIHTNTVET, )
(This statement is taken from the London Baptist 1689 Confession)

NTTFAIEFHHEEDFERNTHY ., 1 IR - FURMTE>TESDSN, NTTAIEZTI
BHCED>T . AIR - FURLOEREERFLCHNT, A1 IR - FURALEDKDYDLZLER
D, 1R - FUALCERYVAEFNTELBLERY (X5 128:18-20, O—X6:3-5, J02:12,
#23:27) . FOMLOLBLERY (FF2:38, 22:16) . 1 TR - FUXLZBL T, FHLL

WICEE, SULEMWCERDI LB LERVET (O—X6:4) ,

Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, to be unto the party
baptized, a sign of his fellowship with him, in his death and resurrection; of his being engrafted
into him (Matt. 28:18-20; Rom. 6:3-5; Col. 2:12; Gal. 3:27); of remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16);
and of giving up into God, through Jesus Christ, to live and walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4).

HADBLED, FAIX - FUXRAOEM, RIBZEBECASITIARLTHN. COBEXDOE
PR RTY (FF2: 37-41, 8: 12, 34-38, 16: 30-34, 18: 8) ,

Those who do actually profess repentance towards God, faith in, and obedience to, our Lord
Jesus Christ, are the only proper subjects of this ordinance (Acts 2:37-41; 8:12, 34-38; 16:30-34;
18:8) .

CDEBERTEDONZIINENRBREZRGIKT, \NTTAREZ(TEIAER, REFEEZDRICHULT

NTTAIEZ(FTET (XF128: 19-20; IJ/\R3: 22-23; {F18: 38) ,

The outward element to be used in this ordinance is water, wherein the party is to be baptized, in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19-20; John 3:22-23; Acts
8:38).

COBRAZELLTIRDICE, KITETZE (RELCAFAENDZL) HBETYT (XFA
3:16, 3/\R3:22-23, {F4£8:34-38, O—X6:3-4, I FE—10:1-2, RFOFE—3:20-21) ,
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Immersion, or dipping of the person in water, is necessary to the due administration of this
ordinance (Matt. 3:16; John 3:22-23; Acts 8:34-38; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 10:1-2; 1 Pet. 3:20-21).

#K%E] End Times Views:

FAZE (ZYIER. FIRKY. RERNRRAITHE S TROBEAVWDEI > TEBHIULLLBUVEE
BFEULTVERT, BRI RATIICHTBNREAIRAFUACHMULBZEEFELTULE
T, &2 T, FAEFHEHIMBECIEZINDIEFEZATHET. 1 TROBEORICEEZDE
B, FURALCHBEED R, EUWLWEEEULKBLEDOHE., FTLLREFTLLMBICHUNT
OF VR FOEEHIEMIT Z2EBEEFELTCVET., CORKRTY YV ETNICERZEEEFUR
FETRVLEENDVICEICHENZHOBREHNSRTECS|IETHIN., BEERD B KIEDH
NEZTHTBBICRVET, FURAFCHEIEFEIRAEDERZESZA 5N, KECHICEA.
BAMBR<HMEEEL, MCRAZRULBNS, MEHCES, #ALET., (XF 1 13:35-40;
47-50; 24:1-51; 25:31-46; <)L 13:1-37; )L 7 21:5-38; I/\ R 12:44-50; {§4F 17:30-31; O—<
2:5,16; O > F8—15:35-58; OO A 3:4; TH O 55— 4:13-5:11; 7 HOZ £ 1:5-
2:12; R70O%E _ 3:1-13; BARER 20:7-15; 21:1-5)

We believe in the future, physical, visible, personal and glorious return of Jesus that could happen
at any moment. We believe that the promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. As such,
we do not believe in a secret rapture of the church. Rather, the return of Jesus will usher in the
resurrection of the dead and the glorification of those alive in Christ, the judgment of the just and
the unjust, and the fulfillment of Christ’s kingdom in the new heavens and the new earth. At this
time, Satan and his hosts and all those outside Christ, will be finally separated from the
benevolent presence of God, enduring eternal conscious punishment. Those who are in Christ will
receive glorious bodies and will live and reign with God forever, serving Him and giving Him
unending praise and glory. Then the eager expectation of creation will be fulfilled, and the whole
earth shall proclaim the glory of God, who makes all things new. (Matthew 13:35-40, 47-50,
24:1-51, 25:31-46; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-38; John 12:44-50; Acts 17:30-31; Romans 2:5, 16; 1
Corinthians 15:35-58; Colossians 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-2:12; 2
Peter 3:1-13; Rev. 20:7-15; 21:1-5)

{FERC:Xft. {Fdp. Y a . {fif&& Appendix C:

Culture, Mission, Vision, and Values

XMt BB NTHORERV IR UL, MOERSZRELT, MZEBL., LLEWCEL
BVET,

E N EN

c MEFITBZZEEARIICLET,

s VRF v+ UEALEODRDOWERIICUET,

s EE{IOCEZTEARYICUET,

« BFEVERIICLET,
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{E#p: MSCCILEDERIEIRTOERERFETRIIET. REFEBELDRICEL>TNTS
TAIEEIFT . AT ADGUBNIEIRTOZEETFELOCHABZETT, (XF128:
18—20)

EYay: MSCCIIEDEY 3 VI(E. IKKNBZEE > TWLWBE LD, EZHMBABOMIICTE LB
é:-t‘-\a_o (4&‘\7%11: 1_9)

{EROMEER: FRERCITCHCHMMERNAVETT ., CNENYOIMEROES14: 21-23
CRUIERFEVOTOCRICEDVEEDTY,

c EETBZEEKRINICLET,

ML ZEARNICUET,

BFEVEKRIICLET,

s V—H—EBTCRZEEANICLET,

HezRBL, BOIEERYIICUET,

Culture: We are called by God to be his people. As God’s holy people we love Him and love
others.
Therefore:

e«  We value worship of God.

«  We value Christian fellowship.

«  We value doing good in society.
«  We value making disciples

Mission: The mission of MSCC Sendai is to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit; teaching them to obey everything
Jesus commanded. (Matt. 28:18-20)

Vision: The vision of MSCC Sendai is that the earth would be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea. (Isa. 11:1-9)

Mission Values:
Our values help us accomplish the mission. They are based on Paul’s pattern of making
disciples as spelled out in Acts 14:21-23.

«  We value evangelism (14:21a)

«  We value conversion (14:21b)

«  We value discipleship (14:22)

«  We value training leaders (14:23a)

o  We value establishing and multiplying Churches (14:23b)
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